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Theories of Conflict 
 
The world we live in represents an axiom of dynamism and it is subject to change 

each moment. And these changes may lead to even progress or conflict. There are many 
theories of conflict; we have discussed some major theories of conflict which have tried to 
present the fundamental cause of conflict in CRCM studies. In all the major theories of 
conflict, thinkers have tried to capture the origin of conflict; and got it either in the society or 
in human itself. 
Nature of Human 
 

Some philosophers and scholars have described the “nature of human” as a 
fundamental cause of conflict. They have described it as selfish, brutal and self-oriented. 
Nietzsche said that human is like a beast, Freud even accepted human nature as aggressive, 
and because of this nasty human nature, human mind generates the conflict with others which 
some time ultimately outbreaks violence. Some scholars believe that human is competitive in 
nature, thus give rise to conflict for its own interests. They also believe that the physical, 
biological and psychological needs of human have turned his nature horrible. It shows that if 
human is set free with power, he will commit crime and will take aggressive position with 
respect to others. By agreeing to this they deny the theory of Dualism and accept the human 
only as physical and biological being and presented de-divinity of self. They repudiate the 
very existence of human as a moral being and crashed the divinity of self. 

 
In this argument, they try to provide us with a default structure of human nature. It 

means human nature has a structure and it has a potential of a behaviors. But as we look into 
the natural conditions in which human is living, i.e. the limited resources of world, limited 
human life, idea of mortality, time and space, the limitations of human capabilities, capacities 
and abilities. We will discover that these complexities eventually design the nature of human. 
If we accept human nature is designed and driven by external conditions we’ll conclude that 
the nature of human is empty in itself. In other words we can say, there is nothing like human 
nature by default. It is a result of a collision between human and the given conditions. 
Rational approach also represents a quest of limited or bounding conditions of human life. 
These limited, bounded and dynamic conditions of human life mold human either in moral 
and ethical being or in physical and biological being. The change in conditions will create a 
unique human nature, contrary to its past. Rationality is also governed by conditions of 
human life. So we can’t declare a conditional behavior of human as its fix and concrete 
nature. 
 

The historical approach to understand human nature keeps the given conditions and 
circumstances as an exception. This leads it to conclude human nature again as a brutal one. 
The historical behavior of human cannot predict the human behavior or nature, with an 
exception of influence of any positive or negative conditions.  However, the addition of given 
conditions (positive or negative) in this equation will entirely alter the results. 

 
 
 

  
 



Structure of Society 
 

Structural Theory of Conflict is also a famous theory of conflict. It illuminates that the 
social and economic structure create competition and conflict between and among people. 

 
Karl Marx’s idea of Class Conflict is a major theory in the field of CR Studies. 

However Karl Marx also proclaimed that the fundamental cause of class conflict is “unequal 
distribution of resources”. If a thing distributed then it logically mean that this thing is limited 
so it’s simply means that the resources are limited, thus it is the conditions of life that paly a 
fundamental role in conflict rather the economic structure of society. And the amount of 
resources is beyond the control of manmade structure of economy. 

 
It is possible that the nature of conflict can be according to the structure of society or 

structure of economy but not by its meant that the conflict between or among human is 
depending on the manmade structures. Conflict is compulsory regardless the manmade 
structure, because the roots of the conflict is beyond the control of human. The existence of 
arguments tell us that human want a reason and human is basically has capacity of reason, 
whatever reasons are changeable but rationality of human is fixed. 
 
 
Natural System of Life 

 
Natural system of life in the world, which is beyond to control, has a leading and 

fundamental positions in all aspects of situation which are faced by human. However, the 
accidents and conflicts within natural system also brings us to conclude the canvas of the 
fittest, but this system of nature is root of all structures of society, structures of economy, 
behavior of human or nature of human. It is also the root cause of existence of all types of 
conflict. If we look into the history, then we find human always liked reason and wanted 
rational arguments and approaches. But the behavior of human in history does not define his 
nature; it can define his rational approach in that particular situation which had presented by 
natural system of life or world. Since the rationality is also governed by natural system which 
is beyond human control. Natural system of life governs all arguments, reasons and 
rationality. It shows that the human cannot, accurately, define himself in isolation from the 
system which is beyond to control. Rationality is rational under the natural system. Human 
nature is nothing but something under the natural system. Human is free under the natural 
system and human can control natural system in some extent somehow but under the natural 
system. 

 
Conflict is permanent in natural system of world due to design of the system but it can 

be resolved because, logically, every causable thing can be resolved. Even cause exist or not 
at the time of resolution and if the cause exist then cause it may create a new conflict, but it 
cannot stop to resolve the previous one. 
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